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Chapter 1
Vocabulary

	dining room
	غرفة الطعام 
	lord
	اللورد (لقب شرف في إنجلترا) 

	egg spoon
	ملعقة خاصة لفصل البيضة المسلوقة عن قشرتها
	countess
	كونتيسة (لقب شرف في بعض أقطار أوروبا)

	position
	مركز اجتماعي / مكانة 
	good with a gun
	مصوّب بارع بالمسدس 

	annoy – ed – ed 
	يضايق / يُغضِب
	realise – d – d 
	يدرك / يفهم / يعي 

	swordsman
	مبارز بالسيف 
	responsibilities
	مسئوليات 

	opportunities 
	فرص 
	ambassador
	سفير 

	sister-in-law
	زوجة الأخ 
	moreover
	علاوة على ذلك 

	sounded interesting
	بدت مثيرة للاهتمام 
	how good of you!
	إنه لشيئ رائع منك

	embassy
	سفارة 
	Ruritania
	روريتانيا : بلد خيالية في وسط أوروبا وهي مسرح أحداث الرواية

	royal family
	العائلة المالكة (المَلكية)  
	paintings
	لوحات / صور مرسومة 

	descendants
	أحفاد 
	straight nose
	أنف مستقيمة 

	appearance
	مظهر / هيئة / شكل  
	celebrations
	احتفالات 

	joyous
	سعيد / مبهج / سار 
	the Alps
	جبال الألب (سلسلة جبال في أوروبا)

	social 
	اجتماعية (متعلقة بالمجتمع)
	politics
	السياسة 

	has nothing to do with
	ليس له علاقة بـ
	The Continental Hotel
	فندق كونتيننتال 

	check in – ed – ed 
	ينزل في فندق
	call on – ed – ed 
	يزور 

	ambition
	الطموح / التطلعات  
	Duke
	دوق (أعلى رتبة شرف وراثية)

	half-brother
	أخ غير شقيق 
	favourite son
	الابن المفضل 

	coronation
	حفل تتويج الملك 
	Dresden
	دريزدن (مدينة ألمانية) 

	I'd say
	في تقديري 
	wonder – ed – ed 
	يتساءل 

	fashionably 
	مساير للموضة / عصري  
	stare at – ed – ed 
	يحدق النظر في  

	border
	حدود الدولة 
	hills
	التلال 

	excitement
	الاثارة 
	remain – ed – ed 
	يبقى / يظل 

	castle
	قلعة 
	run – ran - run
	يدير (فندق مثلا) 

	inn
	فندق ريفي 
	care about
	يهتم بـ / يعتني بـ 

	responsible for
	مسئول عن 
	the forest
	الغابة 

	hunting lodge
	كوخ يستخدم في الصيد
	a deep voice
	صوت جهير 

	servant
	خادم 
	step back – stepped 
	يتراجع خطوة للوراء

	take off – took – taken 
	يخلع (ملابس)
	trader
	تاجر 

	relaxed
	ليس متوترا أو مشدودا 
	luggage
	حقائب السفر 

	contact – ed – ed 
	يتصل بـ 
	well built
	ذات بناء متين 

	set off – set – set 
	ينطلق في رحلة 
	mansion
	بيت كبير / قصر 

	moat
	خندق مائي (يبنى حول قلعة لحمايتها)
	well-defended
	محصّن جيدا 

	drawbridge
	جسر متحرك 
	peaceful
	مسالم / يبعث على الطمأنينة

	shade
	ظِل 
	Why, look at him!
	يا للعجب! انظر إليه! 

	wake – woke – woken 
	يوقظ من النوم 
	light blue
	أزرق فاتح 

	tough
	قوي البنية / صارم 
	gentleman
	رجل نبيل / عريق النسب

	medium height
	متوسط الطول 
	extraordinary
	عجيب / مدهش 

	guesses
	تخمينات 
	shake hands – shook 
	يصافح باليد 

	colonel
	عقيد (رتبة)
	twins
	توأم 

	army
	جيش 
	personalities
	شخصيات 

	identical
	متطابقان / متشابهان تماما 
	action
	هنا بمعنى: معركة/ الدخول في معركة 

	sword
	سيف 
	in amazement
	في ذهول


                                                           Summary of Chapter One



Rudolf Rassendyll was a very rich Englishman who was 29 years old. He didn't work because he had a lot of money and had a good position in society. His sister-in-law was trying to persuade him to have a job. Sir Jacob Borrodaile who was going to become an ambassador in six months' time wanted Rudolf to work for him. Rose believed that this was a good opportunity for Rudolf. Rudolf agreed to take the job and told Rose and his brother Robert that he was going on a walking tour in the Alps and that he was going to write a book about the social problems in the country. His brother thought that was a good idea as writing a book could be the best way to get into politics.



Rudolf was different from his brother in appearance and personality. Rudolf believed that having a lot of money and a good position in society meant that he didn't have to work. But his brother Robert believed that his position in society had responsibilities. Moreover, Rudolf had red hair because a long time ago, one of his relatives, Countess Amelia Rassendyll, married a member of the Ruritanian royal family, the Elphbergs, who were famous for having red hair. 



Rudolf lied to his family about going on a walking tour in the Alps. In fact he was going to Ruritania to attend the coronation of the new king, Rudolf the Fifth. He lied because he didn't want his family to stop him.  On his way to Ruritania, he spent a day in Paris where he met two old friends: George Featherly who worked at the embassy, and Bertram Bertrand who was a famous journalist in Paris. George told Rudolf about Antoinette de Mauban who was well known for her wealth and ambition. She was a guest of the Duke of Strelsau (Duke Michael), the half-brother to the King of Ruritania. The Duke was his father's favourite son. He went back to Strelsau to make preparations for the coronation of his brother. 



The next day, Rudolf Rassendyll took the train to Dresden. Antoinette de Mauban was on the same train. At Dresden, Rudolf and Antoinette de Mauban took another train to Ruritania. When they reached the Ruritanian border, the guards checked their passports. They were very surprised to see Rudolf as he looked exactly like the king. Rudolf stopped at Zenda, a town near the border, because all hotels in the capital city of Strelsau were full. Antoinette de Mauban remained on the train for its journey to the capital.



Rudolf stayed at an inn which was run by an old woman and her two daughters. The old woman (the owner of the inn) liked Duke Michael very much and she wished he would be the king instead of his brother. She said Duke Michael had always lived in Ruritania and he cared about the people, so people liked him. But his brother, Rudolf Elphberg had been abroad for most of his life and not many people even knew what he looked like. He only liked hunting and good food. The king was staying in a hunting lodge in the forest and from there he would travel to the capital for his coronation. 



Johann, the Dule's servant, arrived at the inn. As soon as he saw Rudolf Rassendyll, he stepped back in surprise as though he had seen something amazing because Rudolf looked exactly like the king. Johann offered Rudolf to stay at his sister's house in Strelsau when he went there to see the coronation. The next morning, Rudolf decided to walk through the forest to the next station where he could take the train to the capital. He thought he might see the king in the forest.



Rudolf reached the castle. It was very old but well built. There was a moat all around it. There was a large mansion behind it, which was used by Duke Michael as his country home. The old castle could only be reached by a drawbridge between it and the mansion. When Rudolf got tired, he decided to rest by lying against a tree. He fell asleep. He was dreaming about living in the Castle of Zenda when a voice woke him.



Two men were looking at Rudolf in amazement. They worked for the king. They were Colonel Sapt and Fritz von Tarlenheim. Colonel Sapt recognised the name Rassendyll. Sapt believed that Rudolf Rassendyll and the King looked like identical twins, but they did not have identical personalities or skills. He also said that the king preferred eating to action. He was not a fighting man. Then the king arrived. As Rudolf looked at him, he gave a loud cry and the King stood back in amazement looking at Rudolf.

Questions with Model Answers
1-What did Rose blame Rudolf for? What did she suggest he should do?

She blamed him for being unemployed and for not doing anything useful. She suggested he should accept Sir Jacob Borrodaile's offer to work for him in an embassy.

2-How did Rudolf Rassendyll account for his being idle (unemployed)?

He said that rich families like the Rassendylls didn't need to do things. He said he had enough money to do anything he wanted.

3-Despite being jobless, Rudolf boasted of his position in society. Discuss.

He said that he enjoyed an important position in society as his brother was Lord Burlesdon and his sister-in-law was a countess.

4-What did Rudolf Rassendyll admit to Rose that he really was? 
He admitted that he was lazy. He said that rich families like the Rassendylls didn't need to do things.

5-What annoyed Rose when Rudolf was talking about his family?

He boasted of the Rassendyll family. Although Rose's family were rich, they were less important than the Rassendylls.

6-According to Rudolf Rassendyll, how had he not been lazy all his life?

He had studied hard and learned a lot when he was at a German school and university. He spoke several languages. He was good with a gun and a strong swordsman. He was very good at riding a horse.

7-According to Rose, what made a distinction between Rudolf and his brother Robert apart from Rudolf's red hair?

She said that Robert realised that his position in society had responsibilities, but Rudolf only saw opportunities in his position.

8-What news did Rose have for her brother-in-law?

She said that Sir Jacob Borrodaile would offer Rudolf a real opportunity. He wanted Rudolf to work for him in an embassy. 

9-Mention two reasons that influenced Rudolf to accept Sir Jacob Borrodaile's offer to work for him in an embassy?

First, Rose's way of asking people to do things was impossible to refuse. Second, he thought the job sounded interesting.

10-What did Rudolf Rassendyll decide to do during the six months before starting his new job?  

He decided that he would visit Ruritania, a small country in the middle of Europe.

11-Why did Rudolf Rassendyll's family always have an interest in Ruritania?

Because in 1733 Countess Amelia Rassendyll married a member of the Ruritanian royal family, the Elphbergs.

12-Whose paintings did Lord Burlesdon have on his walls?

He had paintings of Countess Amelia Rassendyll and her descendants.

13-How did the relationship by marriage between the Rassendylls and the Elphbergs affect the appearance of Rudolf Rassendyll?

Rudolf Rassendyll  was the latest one to have the appearance of the Ruritanian royal family. He had red hair and a straight nose.

14-What did Rassendyll read that helped his decision to travel to Ruritania?

He read that Rudolf the Fifth was to become King of Ruritania in the next three weeks, and that amazing celebrations were planned for that joyous occasion. He decided to see such a fantastic event.

15-What lies did Rassendyll tell Rose before his journey to Ruritania? Why did he tell her these lies? 

First, he told her that he was going walking in the Alps because he did not like to tell people where he went on his travels. Second, he told her he was going to write a book about social problems in the country because he did not want her to think he was being lazy.

16-What was Uncle William's advice that Rassendyll decided to take? 

Rassendyll's Uncle William always said that no man should ever pass through Paris without spending twenty-four hours in the city.

17-Who did Rassendyll call on in Paris? What did they do?  

He called on his old friends, George Featherly, who worked at the embassy, and Bertram Bertrand, who was a famous journalist in Paris.

18-What did Bertram Bertrand tell Rassendyll about Antoinette de Mauban?

She was a lady who was well known for her wealth and ambition.

19-What did George Featherly tell Rassendyll about the Duke of Strelsau?

He said that he was the half-brother to the King of Ruritania. He was his father's favourite son.

20-Why did Rassendyll not tell George that he was going to Ruritania?

He didn't want the newspapers to know about his going to Ruritania.

21-Who did George talk to when he went with Rassendyll to the station? What did she look like?

He talked to Antoinette de Mauban. She was a beautiful, tall and fashionably dressed lady of about thirty.

22-Why did the guards at the Ruritanian border stare at Rassendyll and his passport before letting him into the country? 

Because Rassendyll looked exactly like the King of Ruritania.

23-Why did Rassendyll decide to stop at Zenda instead of going directly to Strelsau? What would he do at Zenda?

Because the hotels in Strelsau were full of people who wanted to see the coronation. At Zenda, he could see the town's famous castle.

24-Why wasn't the old woman (the hotel owner) at Zenda interested in what happened in the capital, Strelsau? 

Because she loved the Duke of Strelsau and she wished he was the new king and not his brother.

25-According to the hotel owner, why was Duke Michael popular with many people in Ruritania unlike his brother?

Duke Michael always lived in Ruritania and he cared about the people. As for the King, he was almost a stranger. He had been abroad for most of his life and not many people even knew what he looked like.

26-What did Johann offer that Rassendyll could do? Why was Rassendyll happy to have this opportunity? 

He offered that Rassendyll could stay at his sister's house in Strelsau. Rassendyll was happy because the hotels in Strelsau were full of people who wanted to see the coronation. 

27-How was the Castle of Zenda well-defended?

It was well built, with a moat all around it. Behind it was a large mansion. The castle could only be reached by a drawbridge between it and the mansion.

28-Who did Colonel Sapt and Fritz work for? What did they look like?

They worked for the King of Ruritania. Colonel Sapt was short but looked very tough with light blue eyes. He looked like a soldier. Fritz was younger, thin and of medium height. He looked like a gentleman.

29-To what extent were Rudolf Rassendyll and the King of Ruritania alike?  

They looked so alike except perhaps for a centimetre or two difference in height.
B) Choose the correct answer :

1- Many of the Elphbergs  have the red hair and ……… noses. 

   a) straight                  b) curly                      c) street                     d) wavy

2- Rassendyll was the ………one to have the appearance of the Ruritanian royal family.

   a) first                  b) second                     c) third                      d) latest
3- Rassendyll  read in The Times newspaper that Rudolf the Fifth was to become King of Ruritania in the next ……….weeks.
   a) two                         b) three                           c) six                         d) five 

4- Robert  agreed  that writing a book's the best way to get into………. .
   a) culture                        b) society                 c) politics                  d) economics

5- Sir Jacob Borrodaile is going to be an ambassador in ………….time,
   a) six months'                 b) six weeks'            c) three months'          d) three weeks'  

6- Rudolf Rassendyll is a wealthy ………gentleman.

   a) German                   b) English                c) French                    d) Egyptian

7- Rose is Rudolf Rassendyll's sister–in–law. She is Robert Rassendyll's ………. .
   a) wife                   b) sister                     c) aunt                  d) mother

8- Robert Rassendyll is Rudolf Rassendyll's brother and he is ………. Burlesdon.

   a) king                      b) prince                  c) president                 d) Lord

9- Rudolf Rassendyll was good at using ……… and swords and riding horses.

   a) guns                 b) pencils            c) spades              d) hats

10- ………… is an important English man who is about to become an ambassador.

   a) Robert           b) Rose              c) Flavia             d) Sir Jacob

11- …………….. is a small country in the middle of Europe.

   a) Ruritania           b) Germany            c) England             d) France

12- Rudolf Rassendyll decided to go to Ruritania to attend the ……..…of King Rudolf the Fifth.

   a) wedding               b) birthday            c) coronation             d) funeral

13- Countess Amelia Rassendyll married a member of the …………………. .
   a) Rassendylls          b) Ruritanians              c) Borrodailes              d) Elphbergs

14- Rudolf Rassendyll has paintings of Countess Amelia and her …………………. .

   a) sisters            b) descendants            c) ancestors           d) grandparents
15- Rudolf Rassendyll told them he was going for a ………….. tour in the Alps.

   a) swimming           b) running          c) sleeping              d) walking

16- Rassendyll said he was going to write a book about …………..problems in the country.

   a) political               b) social               c) musical           d) economic

17- ……………is a servant who works in the castle of Zenda.
   a) Rassendyll              b) Rose             c) Borrodaile              d) Johann Holf

18- In ………….., Countess Amelia Rassendyll married a member of the Ruritanian royal family, the Elphbergs.
   a) 1337                   b) 1733                c) 1373               d) 1743

19- Once in Ruritania, Rassendyll bought a newspaper and read that the King's coronation was to be in ……………..time.
   a) two days'            b) two weeks'         c) three days'       d) three weeks'  

20- Bertram Bertrand  was now a famous …………in the Paris.
   a) journalist              b) teacher            c) doctor               d) ambassador

21- As Rassendyll got off the train at ………., he saw Antoinette de Mauban who remained on the train.

   a) Zenda                b) Dresden                c) Paris             d) London

22- Zenda is a small town ……….. kilometres from the capital, and about ten kilometres from the border.


   a) eighty                  b) seventy                   c) fifty                     d) eight 

23- Rudolf has …………... .
   a) a sister and brother         b) two sisters          c) one brother            d) one sister 

24- Rudolf’s family is more ………… than Rose’s. 

   a) important            b) grateful             c) affluent              d) effective 

25- Rose is a ……………. .
   a) count             b) countess               c) princess                  d) queen

26- Rose accuses Rudolf of being………… .
   a) idle                 b) active               c) energetic              d) fool 

27- Rudolf had a feeling of ………..……while talking to Rose. 

   a) modesty              b) greedy                c) boasting                 d) shame 

28- Rose …….. Rassendyll for not having a job. 

   a) blames              b) praises                c) flatters               d) advises

29- Rudolf speaks ………….foreign languages. 

   a) five              b) four             c) three                 d) two 

30- Rudolf thinks that Rose is very………………. . 

   a) persuasive                 b) responsive               c) aggressive              d) offensive 

31- Rudolf decided to spend six months in……………. 

   a) the Alps                b) Ruritania                   c) Paris                 d) Zenda 

32- Ruritania has some joyous celebrations for the ……………… 

   a) coronation           b) competition             c) composition                d) conversation 

33- If Bertram knew about Rudolf’s real destination, it would be in the news within……. .

   a) weeks          b) days              c) months                  d) a fortnight

34- Antoinette was going to …………….. on the same train with Rassendyll. 

   a) London                 b) Paris               c) Zenda                 d) Strelsau

35- Rassendyll’s journey to Dresden was ……………… . 

   a) enjoyable                b) boring                 c) exciting                 d) fantastic 

36- Zenda is famous for its ancient ……………… .
   a) castle               b) mansion               c) moat                 d) palace

37- The …….. was the man responsible for the land around zenda. 

   a) King                 b) Duke                 c) Prince               d) Lord 

38- The king was staying at ……………………. befor the coronation. 

   a) the hunting lodge              b) the palace             c) the castle             d) the mansion 

39- The coronation would be on ……………… . 

   a) Wednesday               b) Thursday                c) Monday                 d) Sunday

40- It took Rassendyll ……………. to get to the castle. 

   a) half an hour            b) 35 minutes               c) an hour            d) two hours 

41- Rassendyll dreamt of spending time …………….. .
   a) at home             b) in the palace           c) in the castle          d) in the hunting lodge

42- ………………looked like a soldier. 

   a) Sapt                b) Rassendyll                 c) Fritz              d) Johann 

43- Fritz was thin of medium height and looked like a ……………… . 

   a) businessman         b) swordsman             c) gentleman          d) fighting man
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